South Dakota School of Mines & Technology Syllabus Fall 2009 - http://music.sdsmt.edu
MUS317 – Music in Performance II (Concert Choir)
King Center 124, MTW, 8:00-8:50 (section 51) and 12:00-12:50 (section 52)
Dr. James D. Feiszli <james.feiszli@sdsmt.edu>
Classroom Building 307, Telephone: 394-5101 / Office Hours: MTW 9:00; other times by appt.
Catalog Description
MUS 317 Music in Performance II
3 credits.  Prerequisite: Three previous semesters of any combination of MUEN101/122 or MUS217 and/or permission of instructor. This course builds on concepts introduced in MUS217 to develop advanced understandings of cultural, historical, and aesthetic perceptions through in-depth study and performance of ensemble music of both western and non-west cultures.
Course Prerequisites & Technology Skills
Prerequisite: Three previous semesters of any combination of MUEN101/122 or MUS217 and/or permission of instructor.  Students must be capable of basic computer use, navigating the Web, using e-mail.
Required Text
none – music will be provided for semester and must be returned
Meeting Times:
Section 51 - MWF 8:00 am / Section 52 - MWF 12:00 pm / Tuesday or Thursday seminars as scheduled (TBA)
Course Goals and Outcomes:
Students will understand the diversity and complexity of the human experience through the study of music.
As a result of taking this course, students will:
1. Develop knowledge of the range of values, beliefs, and ideas embodied in the human experience. Assessment:
Students will, through singing, listening, class lecture/discussion, and writing,
 a. Identify and understand musical characteristics from various musical periods and styles 
 b. Identify and understand the cultural phenomenon that instigated the creation of the music under study
2. Understand and interpret formal and stylistic elements of the literary or fine arts. Assessment:
Students will, through singing, listening, class lecture/discussion, aural examinations, and public presentation
 a. Describe and aurally identify differences between culturally diverse music styles, especially those of the major historical periods of western civilization
 b. Recognize cultural influences in diverse styles of music, including the distinguishing characteristics of basic periods of western art music and non-West musical characteristics found in traditional western art forms.
Grading Policy
You are subject to the rehearsal and performance expectations and responsibilities of the MUEN101 syllabus.  You will also meet in a separate seminar with others enrolled in MUS217 and MUS317 to learn and discuss cultural aspects of the semester’s music. You’ll be assigned a topic to research which will be relevant to the music being studied during this semester.  You will, after appropriate research and class lecture, write the program notes for the concert program as well as be an in-class resource person for that particular topic.  Your name will appear in the program below those notes. Successful completion of this project will be the basis for 50% of your grade. The other 50% comes from your work under the MUEN101 syllabus.

Freedom in learning. Under Board of Regents and University policy student academic performance may be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards. Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct unrelated to academic standards should contact Dr. Sue Shirley <sue.shirley@sdsmt.edu>, Head of Interdisciplinary Sciences, to initiate a review of the evaluation.


Schedule and Methodology
The following things must be considered in order to successfully complete your assignment.
I. Why does this music exist?  What makes it worth our spending time on it?
Origin of the text, if applicable (historical significance, context, author, etc.; why, when, by whom was the text set to music?)  If the text is a foreign language, provide a translation.  This should be as literal a translation as possible, not merely a singing translation that appears in the music.
Origin of the music - who wrote it? Purpose of the composer/arranger for creating the music?
II. How should the audience listen to the music intelligently?  What musical elements should be noticed for appreciative listening?
Historical style elements.
Technical/compositional elements that enhance a non-musical factor (such as text).
What makes this typical of its style?
What makes it unique?
Is it being performed as it was originally intended to be?  Why?  Why not?  How is it different?

Proper research requires thought, time, and hard work.  Find and read as much as possible about the subject (and take good notes).  Bring things which you do not understand to seminar for clarification.  When you fully comprehend the subject you will be able to explain it in written form that others can understand.

September 7- Syllabus explanation, course responsibilities, assignment of topic
September 18 - Preliminary research completed.  First notes due
October 2 - All research completed.  First drafts assigned
October 16 - First drafts due. Office visits made for consultation
October 23 - Second drafts due
November 13  All assignments completed and turned in
November 15 - Concert Program to student for proofreading
November 20 - Concert Program proof returned to instructor


Students with special needs or requiring special accommodations should contact the instructor and/or the campus ADA coordinator, Jolie McCoy at 394-1924 at the earliest opportunity.
