South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 

Psychology 323  Section M001-  Human Development Through the Lifespan

Fall 2009 – 4 credit hours

CLASS TIME:

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 12:00 - 12:50 p.m.
LOCATION:

 CB 106
INSTRUCTOR:
 
Sharon Kirkpatrick-Sanchez, M.A.,  Licensed Psychologist 

    OFFICE:

CB 321
    E-MAIL:

Sharon.Kirkpatrick-Sanchez@sdsmt.edu  
    PHONE:  

office  -  394-5100  (but there is no voice mail)
OFFICE HOURS: 
before class and by appointment
PREREQUISITE:
Psyc 101 

COURSE 

DESCRIPTION: 
Focus will be upon physiological/biological, intellectual, emotional, social and psychological development from conception to death.  The course includes the normal sequence of development as well as developmental irregularities.  There are multiple theories on human development, and advantages and disadvantages of these theories will be covered.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

REQUIRED TEXT:
Berger, K. S. (2007). The Developing Person Through the Life Span (7th ed.).  New York: Worth Publishing.  ISBN-13# 978-0-7167-6085-6.  ISBN-10# 0-7167-6085-1   
TEACHING PHILOSOPHY:
I hope to help guide you toward a new understanding about life span development, but I can only point    the way.  You must take responsibility for your own learning.  I assume that you are highly motivated students, who are eager to learn.  Much of what we do with this class takes this for granted.  It is really true that the more you put into this class the more you will get out of it.  So, please, if you have a question, comment, something you want addressed, or if you have something relevant to add DO IT!  It will make the class that much more interesting and we will all learn something.  In addition, when students ask questions the class is a lot more fun for everyone.  I take my teaching responsibilities very seriously, but at the same time profoundly enjoy teaching.  I recommend the same approach from you as students.

You will be expected to participate in class discussions and activities.  Participation will enhance our enjoyment of the course material and facilitate a higher level of learning.  You will be encouraged to share your own life experiences, questions, and ideas, as these are what will enable you, your classmates, and your instructor to gain the most from our time together.  Reading the assigned text prior to the scheduled class on that topic is VERY IMPORTANT.  Being able to apply what you have read and discussed to your own life and to the lives of those around you is the ultimate goal.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:
· Coming to class to learn--not to socialize.   Visiting with classmates or texting during class is disrespectful to your instructor and your fellow students.   Students who are texting will be instructed to put their phones away and those chatting during class will be asked to leave the classroom.  It is important to maintain an environment that is conducive to learning and visiting during class disturbs others from learning.   
· Keeping up with the assigned readings as well as other assignments (e.g., writing assignment) and study.

· Attending class regularly.  You should view class time as an opportunity to learn and apply new ideas.  It is your responsibility to yourself, and to me as your instructor, to take part in these experiences so as to maximize your educational experience.
· Ask questions and participate in class.  You have to take responsibility for your own understanding of material.  If you are confused or have an issue you want raised, do it!  You must take control of your own knowledge and be aware when you do and do not understand something.

· Be active learners.  Do not passively attempt to soak up information; challenge it, try to come up with your own examples, apply it to your own experiences and /or to other areas.  If you never think about this material beyond the definitions of few words, not only will you be missing a lot, but you will also tend to do poorly on the exams and other course work.

· Respect your fellow student as well as the instructor.  This means you should show patience for one another and assume that your fellow student has good intentions.  Listen to others when they speak, pay attention to them, and assume that they will do the same for you.  Allow others, including the instructor, to play Devil's advocate.  Speak in the first person, recognize that your opinions are your own, and that you do not speak for others.  Try to be accurate and try to defend any of the claims you make with credible sources.  Treat the classroom as a confidential situation and do not gossip.  

· Electronic devices policy:  Keep cell phones turned off during class.  No head phones or text messaging in class please.  Using a computer to take notes is fine, but non-classroom related use during class is distracting and disrespectful to others.  Plus of course it means you are not paying attention to the class.  In such cases you will be instructed to close your computer.
· Academic dishonesty statement:
A student who, in connection with his or her studies, disrupts a class, plagiarizes, cheats, or otherwise violates reasonable standards of academic behavior may, at the discretion the faculty member involved, have his or her enrollment cancelled and or be given a reduced or failing grade.  Cheating includes copying from others during a test, or allowing others to copy from your exam when you can see that they are doing so, or not reporting cheating you happen to notice.  Any study materials you bring to class must be placed completely under your chair or otherwise out of sight before the exam begins.  Notebooks, laptops, and textbooks must be closed.  Any papers or open notebooks found during the exams will be collected by the instructor.  The exams are closed book and closed notes so no sources may be used other than the vast array of knowledge you have accumulated through studying and participating in class.  The definition of plagiarism includes handing in work which is not your own or failure to cite sources of information in papers, by either failing to cite a direct quote OR failure to cite material the student paraphrases from another source.   Plagiarism is considered cheating.
COURSE GOALS:
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:
BOR System – Goal 3: “Students will understand the organization, potential, and diversity of the human

        community through the study of the social sciences.”  

By completing this course a student will

   Student Learning Outcome 1: Describe the developmental attributes and characteristics of a person at different stages in the life span from different cultural, and/or institutional perspectives.

      Assessment:  Students will

a. be able to explain and apply the basic fundamentals of the scientific method to psychology;

b. will be able to identify evolutionary, biological processes that influence human development,
c. will be able to identify environmental and cognitive processes that influence development,
d. know and apply the major theoretical explanations for developmental processes;

e. will be able to identify social and cultural processes that influence development

  Student learning Outcome 2:    Describe the changes, both normal and altered or disturbed development, that take place in a person as he/she progresses from conception to death.


Assessment:   Students will



a.  identify biological, social, and environmental variables that effect growth

b.  identify the “normal” sequence of development
   Student Learning Outcome 3:   Analyze and evaluate the different developmental theories and the research and application that arise from them.

       Assessment: Students will

          a.   will be able to identify, analyze, and describe differences between differing theories on exams and quizzes.

     Student Learning Outcome 4:  .  Recognize and describe subsequent implications of life span development knowledge in "real world" settings such as educational, employment, child care, social work, and home settings.

  Assessment: Students will

a. write a paper on a disability that takes a hypothetical person through the lifespan, addressing educational,   employment, and life challenges.

Assessment Tools:  Course embedded assessment tools will include section examinations, quizzes, a paper, and in-class

written assignments

GRADING:





Grading scale:
exams are 100 points each



A = 90 - 100%
     



1 paper @ 100 points 



B = 80 -   89%      



Discussion questions/quizzes – 2 to 10 pts

C = 70 -   79%
      


In-class writing assignments – 2 to 10 pts

D = 60 -   69%      







 
F = 59%, below    









EXAMS:  Exams (100 points each) will be given and will include any combination of multiple choice, true-false, short answer, fill-in, and short essay questions.  All exams will cover material from the text, lectures, activities, videos, and discussions.  Exams will be given only on the day and during the time scheduled and there will be no make-up exams, REGARDLESS OF THE REASon FOR MISSING THE EXAM. However, the lowest exam grade will be dropped when computing the final course grade which means you may miss one exam without being penalized.  If you take all exams, your lowest score will be dropped automatically.   The last exam of the semester is not cumulative.  Exams will be given at the beginning of class.  Students will be allowed the entire class period to complete the exam.  Do not arrive late for exams.  If you should arrive late, you will not be afforded extra time to complete exams.    
QUIZZES AND IN-CLASS WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:
 There will be  “pop quizzes”  and in-class writing assignments throughout the course.  Students must be in the class the day of the quiz or writing assignments in order to earn these points.  Quizzes cannot be made up unless you are absent due to a sponsored SDSMT event and you inform your instructor in advance of such an absence.  Reading the material assigned prior to class will help you in completing these frequent assignments.  Missing too many of these assignments may affect your grade for the class.

WRITTEN PROJECT:  To deepen your own interest and understanding of life span development, you will be expected to complete a written project.  The written project is due at the beginning of class on the assigned date. LATE PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.  You have a great deal of advanced notice regarding when the assignment is due, and you may turn your paper in early if you wish.  In addition, a sheet with specific details about the assignment will be passed out within the first two weeks of class.  If you will not be in class on the day the paper is due you may email it to me as an attached Word document.  I must receive it before the end of class on Friday, November 20th, 2009.  
PARTICIPATION AND ATTENDANCE:  Class attendance is very important.  Materials will be covered in class that will not be available in the text.  Out of courtesy to your classmates and instructor, you are expected to arrive in class on time and remain until the end of each session; excessive tardiness or early exits will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.  You, the student, are responsible for all assignments and information that you miss due to any kind of absence.  It is your responsibility to ask a classmate for notes and information.  

Individual contributions to discussions are encouraged.  When not speaking to the class or a small group, participation includes alert and respectful attention to anyone speaking to the class or small group.  Disrespectful behavior to peers and/or the instructor will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis and may result in the loss of points or, in extreme circumstances, dismissal from the course.

ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES:  As noted above, a written project will be required in the course.  Below you will find a general description of the characteristics that are necessary for an 'A' assignment/paper, a 'B' assignment/paper, etc.  The term "paper" is used in the descriptions for simplicity, but these standards will apply to all written assignments completed in the course.

A
A superior paper that thoroughly and insightfully addresses each aspect of each item.  There may be slight flaws, but overall, this is a paper that demonstrates a thorough and complex understanding of the many concepts covered.  Additionally, this paper is void of spelling and grammar mistakes, and thoughts are clearly and succinctly expressed and organized.

B
A very good paper that is beyond adequate.  This is somewhat less developed, insightful, and organized than the 'A' paper, yet still is indicative of a good understanding of the concepts.  It may have minor problems with writing mechanics such as spelling or grammar, but is clear and coherent.

C
A good paper that is adequate and addresses each aspect of each item in a satisfactory way.  This paper, though, lacks depth of understanding and synthesis that is evident in the 'A' and 'B' papers.  Each item is addressed fully, but there is a lack of consistent understanding and synthesis of ideas.  This paper may have numerous problems with writing mechanics.

D
A minimally acceptable paper that, in a significant way does not address all of the items.  This paper shows problems in many areas and may reflect a lack of understanding about the course concepts and/or information being elicited through each paper item.  

F
A failing paper has major deficiencies and does not meet the minimum requirements of addressing each aspect of each item in a way that clearly articulates understanding of course concepts.

Grading Criteria on Written Assignments:

A = Superior      B = Very Good      C = Good      D = Acceptable       F = Inadequate

  
 (90 - 100)                (80-89)                (70-79)              (60-69)               (59 and below)

Presentation:



Neatness, grammar, spelling, punctuation



15 points

Organization:  How you say it



Overall organization, logical sequence



10 points



Clarity of what you say





10 points



Good synthesis of ideas





10 points

Content:  What you say



Insight into material





10 points



Personal reaction to material




20 points



Critical thought about material




25 points









Total Possible    100 points

This assignment provides you with an opportunity to make connections between real life and important course concepts, and to express your understanding of those connections in a creative, personal way.  Give yourself enough time to reflect, enjoy, and learn through this process.

· When computing final course grades at the end of the semester, issues such as attendance, participation, and percentage of work completed will be taken into consideration when determining borderline grades; for instance, if you are only two or three points away from a B and you have great attendance, have listened respectfully in class and contributed in small groups, and have turned in all assignments, I would judge the you have earned a B in the course.

ADA STATEMENT:  Students with special needs or requiring special accommodations should contact the instructor (Sharon Kirkpatrick-Sanchez, at 394-5100, or by email at Sharon.Kirkpatrick-Sanchez@sdsmt.edu ) and the campus ADA coordinator, Ms. Jolie McCoy, at
394-1924 at the earliest opportunity.

ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY:  Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance may be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards.  Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study in which they are enrolled.  Students who believe that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct unrelated to academic standards should contact the dean of the college which offers the class to initiate a review of the evaluation. 

SDSMT  -  Fall 2009
Psychology 323 section M001 -  Human Development Through the Lifespan   

Room CB 106        Noon-12:50 pm MTWF – 4 credit hours
Week of:


September 
  1-4
Chapter 1 - Introduction     

                        
7-11      finish Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 – Theories of Development                                             


NO CLASS MONDAY THE 7th – LABOR DAY
14-18 Chapter 3 – Heredity and Environment     
EXAM #1 over Ch 1-3 on WEDNESDAY THE 16TH




NO CLASS ON FRIDAY, SEPT 18TH – M DAY – CLASSES DISMISSED AT NOON        

                           21-25     Chapters 4 & 5   Prenatal Development/Birth and The First 2 Years – Biosocial Development

      28-Oct. 2      Chapters 6 & 7  The First 2 Years:  Cognitive Development & Psychosocial Dev.



 
EXAM #2 over chapters 4-7



 October               5-9   
Chapters 8 & 9  The Play Years:  Biosocial Dev. And Cognitive Development
            12-16       Chapters 10 & 11  Psychosocial Development and The School Years: Biosocial Dev.



     
No class on Monday, Oct. 12th – Native American Day  

EXAM #3 over chapters 8-11

 
            19-23    
Chapters 12 & 13   Cognitive Development and Psychosocial Development       
                          26-30    
 Chapters 14 & 15   Adolescence:  Biosocial Dev. And Cognitive Development




EXAM #4 over Chapters 12-15       

November           2-6    
Chapters 16 & 17    Psychosocial Development and Emerging Adulthood:  Biosocial Dev.
                           9-13
Chapters 17 & 18   Finish Chapter 17 and Cognitive Development 




EXAM #5 over Chapters 16-18





No class on Wednesday, Nov. 11th  -  Veterans Day

                         16-20        Chapters 19 & 20     Psychosocial Development and Adulthood:  Biosocial Development





EXAM #6  over Chapters 19-20





ALL PAPERS DUE!!  NO EXCEPTIONS

           
          23-27    
Chapters 21 & 22   Adulthood:  Cognitive Development and Psychosocial Development 
No class Thursday and Friday - Thanksgiving



 

          Nov 30-Dec 4   
Chapters 23 & 24   Late Adulthood: Biosocial Development and Cognitive Development




EXAM #7 over Chapters 21-24 

                          7-11
Chapters 25 & 26    Psychosocial Development and the Epilogue   - Death and Dying               


          14-18
Finals week:  Final test will be Friday, Dec. 18th  at 10:00 am over Chapters 25-26
 All tests will be on Fridays unless otherwise indicated.
This schedule is subject to change as needed.
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