POLS 407: Environmental Politics
SDSMT: Spring, 2010

Section M001   

12:00-12:50 MWF
Dr. John Dreyer

Office: Classroom 320
Office Hours: MWF= 10-11:30pm

394-6702

John.Dreyer@sdsmt.edu
Course Materials
Global Environmental Politics, 5th edition, by Chasek, Downie and Brown

The Environment and International Relations, by O’Neill

Optional: Environmental Policy by Vig and Craft
Course Description
This course is designed to explore the impact of national and international policy of nation-states on the environment.  My goal for this class is to not only look at these topics through Political Science but also relate the subject matter of the course to your major, whatever it may be. 

Class Attendance and Participation
This is a 400 level class, and as such I am designing it a little differently. First, I intend to have no formal tests. Instead your grade will be based on participation, presentation of material and a semester long research paper.  Our focuses will an in-depth examination of the material through class discussion.  What this means is, basically, that you should come to class prepared to talk about what you have read. If I find the class is failing in this as a whole I am going to reserve the right to introduce a mid-term and/or final test as well as pop quizzes on the weekly discussions. 
Goals
South Dakota Board of Regents has laid down General Education Goal No.3 which will be met through the completion of this course.  Three goals emerge from this:

1- Students will understand the organization, potential and diversity of the human community through study of the social sciences.

2-Apply selected social science concepts and theories to contemporary issues

3-Idenitfy and explain the social or aesthetic values of different cultures
Based on these, I’ve put together these goals for us:

1.  The width and breadth of environmental policy is immense and varied. We will examine environmental disasters, policy and the impact of humans on the environment worldwide.  
2. In examining the above this class will use the theories and concepts of political science and International Relations.  Through the lens of theory we will better understand the course material and apply it to the future and current events. 
3. Different areas of the world interact with the environment in different ways. This is an obvious statement, however we will dive into exactly what different states do in regards to how they reconcile environmental and domestic policy. 
Your Grade

Discussion 

Discussion is a key, key part of this course. My goal is to get the class to actively read the material and talk about its points: good or bad. 

Half of your grade will be based on the discussion aspect of the course. Each class will have a discussion leader who has read the material; they will be the tip off for the rest of the period. Participation is vital; part of your grade will be based on it. Please come to class prepared to discuss the material. Feel free to bring material you feel is relevant to the discussion as well. 

I am going to grade on how the discussion keeps going. If need be, I will resort to calling on people; I would rather not have to do this. If it gets really bad (i.e. no one saying a thing) I will implement the above tests and pop quizzes. 
25% of your grade will be based on discussion

Presentation
Each week, two people will take responsibility for presenting the course material. I have attached a list of questions that will hopefully get you started in jumping off for the discussion. This is not a formal PowerPoint, stand in front of the class presentation (but you can do that if you wish). The discussion leaders should be able to guide the class into the material and should feel free to add their own spin to it, if it is appropriate. 
My goal here is not to make the class teach itself! My goal is to get everybody thinking about the material and how it relates to the world and, well, you.
I am going to grade this by the depth of your discussion. In other words, just do not read the abstract and base a talk from that; it won’t work very well. The class is based around the point and evidence of each article and also the connections you see between the topics. 

It is up to the two presenters in any given week to divide the material. Try to read it in order, however.  

Your presentation will count for 25% of your grade

The Research Paper
Half of your grade is based on the research paper. I am looking for 15 to 20 pages on a topic of your choice related to the course. I have cut the research paper up throughout the semester, with each part being worth some points.  Early in the semester I plan to schedule short conferences to talk about topic, research, and bibliography. Of course, if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to get hold of me through office hours or e-mail. 

 100 points 

10 points= Abstract/Topic

20 Points= Bibliography and lit review

15 Points= Paper Outline

20 Points= 1st Draft

35 Points= Final Draft

Grading Scale
200 Points Total

180-200= A

160-179= B

140-159= C

120-139= D

119 and below= F

ADA Statement

 Students with special needs or requiring special accommodations should contact the instructor and/or the campus ADA coordinator, Dr. Jolie McCoy at 394-1924, at the earliest opportunity. 

Freedom in Learning Statement

Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance may be evaluated on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards. Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct unrelated to academic standards should contact the Dean of the college which offers the class to initiate a review of evaluation.    

Electronic Devices Policy
Turn you stuff off. This is a senior level course and if you have a phone call you deem important, go ahead and take it. Please don’t set about abusing this. 
Tentative Course Outline
This is not set in stone and subject to my discretion, however if anything does change I will ensure that everybody knows. 

Week 1 (1/15)
-First Day of Class, administrative matters

For Next Week: 
 Garret Hardin, The Tragedy of the Commons 
Ian Angus, Debunking the Tragedy of the Commons

George Kennan,  To Prevent a World Wasteland
Week2  (1/18-1/22)- The Basics of International Environmental Policy
- Garret Hardin, The Tragedy of the Commons 

Ian Angus, Debunking the Tragedy of the Commons

George Kennan,  To Prevent a World Wasteland
For Next Week:

O’Niell, pp. 1-23

Chasek, Downie and Brown, Global Environmental Politics, pp. 1-40
Novek and Kampen, Sustainable or Unsustainable Development: An Analysis of Environmental Controversy
MacDonald, John,The United Nations Conference on the Human Environment
Falkner, Robert, American Hegemony and the Global Environment 
Week 3 (1/25-1/29)- Global Environmental Politics –Topic/Abstract due!
O’Niell, pp. 1-23

Chasek, Downie and Brown, Global Environmental Politics, pp. 1-48
Novek and Kampen, Sustainable or Unsustainable Development: An Analysis of Environmental Controversy
MacDonald, John,The United Nations Conference on the Human Environment

Falkner, Robert, American Hegemony and the Global Environment 
For Next Week: 

Chasek, Downie and Brown, Global Environmental Politics,  pp. 53-113
O’Niell, pp. 48-70

Neumayer, Eric, The WTO and the Environment: It’s Past Record is Better than Critics Believe…

Jasanoff, Shelia, NGOs and the Environment: From Knowledge to Action

Hochstetler, Kathryn, Fading Green? Environmental Politics in the Mercosur Trade Agreement 
Parmentier, Rene, Greenpeace and the Dumping of Waste at Sea: A Case of Non-state Actors Intervention in International Affairs
Week 4 (2/1-2/5)- Actors in Environmental Politcs
- Chasek, Downie and Brown, Global Environmental Politics,  pp. 53-113
O’Niell, pp. 48-70

Neumayer, Eric, The WTO and the Environment: It’s Past Record is Better than Critics Believe…

Jasanoff, Shelia, NGOs and the Environment: From Knowledge to Action

Hochstetler, Kathryn, Fading Green? Environmental Politics in the Mercosur Trade Agreement 

Parmentier, Rene, Greenpeace and the Dumping of Waste at Sea: A Case of Non-state Actors Intervention in International Affairs
For Next Week:

Chasek, Downie and Brown, pp. 117-160
Brumfiel- Forward Planning: Chernobyl and the Future

Meredith-Political Instability and Nuclear Dangers in Eastern Europe

Baverstock and Williams- The Chernobyl Accident 20 years on…

Meshkati-Lessons of the Chernobyl Nuclear Accident for Sustainable Energy Generation: Creation of the

Safety Culture in Nuclear Power Plants around the World
Krushelnycky- Entombing the Tragedy

Waltham and Sholji- The demise of the Aral Sea-an environmental disaster

Cunningham- Incident, accident, catastrophe: cyanide on the Danube
Suris-Reguerio, Garza-Gil, et.al. – The Prestige Oil Spill and its economic impact on the Galician Fishing secotr

Ray-Bennett- Environmental Disasters and Disastrous Policies: An Overview from India 

Fischoff- Report from Poland: Science and Politics in midst of environmental disaster 

Week 5 (2/8-2/12)- Environmental Disasters and its impact on politics-Bibliography and Lit Review Due!
Chasek, Downie and Brown, pp. 117-160
Brumfiel- Forward Planning: Chernobyl and the Future

Meredith-Political Instability and Nuclear Dangers in Eastern Europe

Baverstock and Williams- The Chernobyl Accident 20 years on…

Meshkati-Lessons of the Chernobyl Nuclear Accident for Sustainable Energy Generation: Creation of the

Safety Culture in Nuclear Power Plants around the World
Krushelnycky- Entombing the Tragedy

Waltham and Sholji- The demise of the Aral Sea-an environmental disaster

Cunningham- Incident, accident, catastrophe: cyanide on the Danube
Suris-Reguerio, Garza-Gil, et.al. – The Prestige Oil Spill and its economic impact on the Galician Fishing secotr

Ray-Bennett- Environmental Disasters and Disastrous Policies: An Overview from India 

Fischoff- Report from Poland: Science and Politics in midst of environmental disaster 

For Next Week:

O’Neill, pp. 104-134

Chasek, Downie and Brown, pp. 271-316
Goote- Non-Compliance Procedures in International Environmental Law: The Middle Way between Diplomacy and Law

Zhao-Implementing International Environmental Treaties in Developing Countries: China’s Compliance with the Montreal Protocol

Stringer and Thomas- From Global Politics to Local Land users: Applying the UN Convention
Week 6 (2/15-2/19)-Environmental Treaties and Regimes 
O’Neill, pp. 104-134

Chasek, Downie and Brown, pp. 271-316
Goote- Non-Compliance Procedures in International Environmental Law: The Middle Way between Diplomacy and Law

Zhao-Implementing International Environmental Treaties in Developing Countries: China’s Compliance with the Montreal Protocol

Stringer and Thomas- From Global Politics to Local Land users: Applying the UN Convention 

For Next Week:

Homer-Dixon- http://www.library.utoronto.ca/pcs/thresh/thresh1.htm
Zebrich-Knos- Global Environmental Conflict in the Post Cold War Era

O’Lear- Environmental Terrorism: A Critique

Bravo and Rees- Cryo-politics: Environmental Security and the future of Arctic Navigation

Shamim-Alternative Views of Environmental Security in a Less Developed Country: The Case of Bangladesh

Dabelko- An Uncommon Peace: Environment, Development and the Global Security Agenda

Morton- China and Environmental Security in the Age of Consequences

Russell- Environmental Security and Regional Stability in the Persian Gulf

Week 7 (2/22-2/26)-Environmental Security-Paper Outline Due!
Homer-Dixon- http://www.library.utoronto.ca/pcs/thresh/thresh1.htm
Zebrich-Knos- Global Environmental Conflict in the Post Cold War Era

O’Lear- Environmental Terrorism: A Critique

Bravo and Rees- Cryo-politics: Environmental Security and the future of Arctic Navigation

Shamim-Alternative Views of Environmental Security in a Less Developed Country: The Case of Bangladesh

Dabelko- An Uncommon Peace: Environment, Development and the Global Security Agenda

Morton- China and Environmental Security in the Age of Consequences

Russell- Environmental Security and Regional Stability in the Persian Gulf

For Next Week:

Orhan- Environmental Justice in World Politics

Bulkeley and Walker- Environmental Justice: A New Agenda for the UK

Toffolon-Weiss and Roberts- Toxic Torts, Public Interest Law and Environmental Justice
Basurto- How Locally Designed Access and Use Controls Can Prevent the Tragedy of the Commons in a Mexican Small-Scale Fishing Community
DeGeorges and Reilly- Eco-Politics of Dams on the Gambia River
Schroeder- Environmental Justice and the Market: The Politics of Sharing Wildlife Revenues in Tanzania
Carruthers-The Globalization of Environmental Justice: Lessons from the US-Mexico Border

Schroeder, St. Martin and Wilson- Third World Environmental Justice
Cerutti and Tacconi- Forests, Illegality and Livelihoods: The Case of Cameroon

Week 8 (3/1-3/5)-Environmental Justice
Orhan- Environmental Justice in World Politics

Bulkeley and Walker- Environmental Justice: A New Agenda for the UK

Toffolon-Weiss and Roberts- Toxic Torts, Public Interest Law and Environmental Justice

Basurto- How Locally Designed Access and Use Controls Can Prevent the Tragedy of the Commons in a Mexican Small-Scale Fishing Community
DeGeorges and Reilly- Eco-Politics of Dams on the Gambia River

Schroeder- Environmental Justice and the Market: The Politics of Sharing Wildlife Revenues in Tanzania
Carruthers-The Globalization of Environmental Justice: Lessons from the US-Mexico Border

Schroeder, St. Martin and Wilson- Third World Environmental Justice

Cerutti and Tacconi- Forests, Illegality and Livelihoods: The Case of Cameroon

For Next Week:

Nothing!

Week 9 (3/8-3/12)-Spring Break
-Spring Break, no classes
For Next Week:

O’Neill, pp. 135-165

Chasek, Downie and Brown, pp. 319-363
McCully- Big dams, Big Trouble

John and Paddock- Clean Air and the Politics of Coal

Dominguez-Villalobos and Borwn-Grossman- NAFTA’s Impact on Business Environmental Decision Making

Edmonds- The Three Gorges Project: The Environmental Argument Surrounding China’s Super Dam

Munasinghe-Future Vision: What Lies Ahead? Global Trends 2025: A Transformed World

Week 10 (3/15-3/19)-Economic Development and Environmental Policy
- O’Neill, pp. 135-165

Chasek, Downie and Brown, pp. 319-363
McCully- Big dams, Big Trouble

John and Paddock- Clean Air and the Politics of Coal

Dominguez-Villalobos and Brown-Grossman- NAFTA’s Impact on Business Environmental Decision Making

Edmonds- The Three Gorges Project: The Environmental Argument Surrounding China’s Super Dam

Munasinghe-Future Vision: What Lies Ahead? Global Trends 2025: A Transformed World

For Next Week:

O’Neill, pp. 71-103

Aguilar- Environmental Non-Government Organizations in Argentina

Sneddon and Fox- Struggles Over Dams as Struggles for Justice: The World Commission on Dams

Chemical Week- Corporate Social Responsibility: Regulators Push for a New Level Cooperation

Mercer- Human Destruction of the Marine Commons 

Dolsak- Climate Change Policy Implementation: A Cross Sectional Analysis 

Week 11 (3/22-3/26)-Non-state Environmental Governance –First Draft Due!
O’Neill, pp. 71-103

Aguilar- Environmental Non-Government Organizations in Argentina

Sneddon and Fox- Struggles Over Dams as Struggles for Justice: The World Commission on Dams

Chemical Week- Corporate Social Responsibility: Regulators Push for a New Level Cooperation

Mercer- Human Destruction of the Marine Commons 

Dolsak- Climate Change Policy Implementation: A Cross Sectional Analysis
For Next Week:

Foot- Easter Island: A Case Study in Non-sustainability

Ames and Keck- The Politics of Sustainable Development: Environmental Policy Making in Four Brazilian States

O’Riordan- On the Politics of Sustainability a Long Way Ahead

Morse and Mannion- Can genetically modified cotton contribute to sustainable development in Africa?

Qing and Sullivan- The Three Gorges Damn and China’s Energy Dilemma

Suri- A River in Peril: The Waters Rise at Three Gorges

Voutier, Dixit, Millman, Reid and Sparkes- Sustainable Energy Development in Canada’s Mackenzie Delta-Beaufort Sea Coastal Region

Week 12(3/29-4/2)-Economic Development and Sustainable Development
Foot- Easter Island: A Case Study in Non-sustainability

Ames and Keck- The Politics of Sustainable Development: Environmental Policy Making in Four Brazilian States

O’Riordan- On the Politics of Sustainability a Long Way Ahead

Morse and Mannion- Can genetically modified cotton contribute to sustainable development in Africa?

Qing and Sullivan- The Three Gorges Damn and China’s Energy Dilemma

Suri- A River in Peril: The Waters Rise at Three Gorges

Voutier, Dixit, Millman, Reid and Sparkes- Sustainable Energy Development in Canada’s Mackenzie Delta-Beaufort Sea Coastal Region

For Next Week:

Lockwood and Pendleton-Escaping climate policy Groundhog Day

Human Event- Gore and Kyoto Could Kill Prosperity

Werkema- An Engineer’s View on Kyoto

Edertington-NAFTA and the Pollution Haven Hypothesis

Doughman- California’s Climate Change Policy: Raising the Bar

Harrison- The Road Not Taken: Climate Change Policy in Canada and the United States

Corwley- Is Australia Faking It? The Kyoto Protocol and the Greenhouse Policy Challenge

Aldy and Pizer- Issues in Designing US Climate Change Policy

Chasek, Downie and Brown, pp. 163-200

Week 12a (4/5-4/9)-Problems: The Kyoto Treaty and Climate Change  
Lockwood and Pendleton-Escaping climate policy Groundhog Day

Human Event- Gore and Kyoto Could Kill Prosperity

Werkema- An Engineer’s View on Kyoto

Edertington-NAFTA and the Pollution Haven Hypothesis

Doughman- California’s Climate Change Policy: Raising the Bar

Harrison- The Road Not Taken: Climate Change Policy in Canada and the United States

Corwley- Is Australia Faking It? The Kyoto Protocol and the Greenhouse Policy Challenge

Aldy and Pizer- Issues in Designing US Climate Change Policy

Chasek, Downie and Brown, pp. 163-200
For Next Week:

Young-The Architecture of Global Environmental Governance: Bringing Science to Bear on Policy
Environews- Science, Lobbying and Politics Produce Smog Rule

Gupta- Transparency Under Scrutiny: Information Disclosure in Global Environmental Governance

Gulbrandsen-The Role of Science in Environmental Governance: Competing Knowledge Producers in Swedish and Norwegian Forestry
Nitze- Improving US Interagency Coordination

Dinerstein, Krever, Olson and Williams- An Emergency Strategy to Rescue Russia’s Biological Diversity 

Turner -The Specter of Environmentalism: Wilderness, Environmental Politics and the Evolution of the New Right

Anderson- Saving the Environment: Five Creative Approaches
Week 14 (4/12-4/16)- The Crossroads of Science and Politics
Young-The Architecture of Global Environmental Governance: Bringing Science to Bear on Policy

Environews- Science, Lobbying and Politics Produce Smog Rule

Gupta- Transparency Under Scrutiny: Information Disclosure in Global Environmental Governance

Gulbrandsen-The Role of Science in Environmental Governance: Competing Knowledge Producers in Swedish and Norwegian Forestry

Nitze- Improving US Interagency Coordination

Dinerstein, Krever, Olson and Williams- An Emergency Strategy to Rescue Russia’s Biological Diversity 

Turner -The Specter of Environmentalism: Wilderness, Environmental Politics and the Evolution of the New Right

Anderson- Saving the Environment: Five Creative Approaches

For Next Week:
O’Neill pp. 197-212

Chasek, Downie and Brown, pp. 365-380
Week 15 (4/19-4/23)-  Wrapping it all up
O’Neill pp. 197-212

Chasek, Downie and Brown, pp. 365-380
For Next Week: Nothing!
Week 16 (4/26-4/30)

-This week is reserved for individual conferences about your paper. We’ll meet during class times and get everything sorted out.  
Week 17 (5/3)-Final Draft Due!
Research Paper

10 points= Abstract

The abstract generally runs about a paragraph in length and is designed to give a capsule overview of the topic, the theories behind it and the point of the paper.  I am looking for an abstract that tells me what the problem is, any theories associated with it and what you intend to do to prove your point. 

20 Points= Bibliography and lit review

For our purposes the bibliography will use whatever style (APA, MLA) you are comfortable with. I realize that the library may not have everything you need but I will work with you to gather sources. A literature review for our purposes will go over the works that talk about your topic, add to your topic, or do not include your topic. 

I am not looking for pages of bibliography that you never use, instead I am grading on the sources you use. I WILL take points off if I see any Wikipedia in there. If you have a question on sources, come talk to me and we will sort it out. 

The lit review will be graded on how well you have related it to your topic. I want to see a lit review that gives a brief rundown of sources that discuss your topic (or do not discuss your topic)

15 Points= Paper Outline

This is rough outline of your paper’s structure. Where all your sources and other works in your lit review plug in to your argument is what I am looking for. 
20 Points= 1st Draft

The first draft of the paper will put every into perspective and you’ll be able to see what works, what does not and what needs to be tweaked. 

35 Points= Final Draft

The gold standard of your paper. 

Questions to get your discussions organized

 1. What is the subject matter of the readings?

2. What are the arguments (hypotheses, research questions) of the readings?

3. What is the method (research design and strategy) of the readings? Is the method

appropriate? Is it well used?

4. What type of evidence is used? How appropriate and adequate is the evidence?

5. What are the findings? Are they defensible in light of method and evidence?

6. What are the political assumptions or preferences undergirding the particular research?

7. In what ways could the research be improved (given its intellectual and political

priorities?)

8. In what ways do these readings converge, differ or complement each other or other relevant material you are familiar with?

